The role of males of the bont tick (Amblyomma hebraeum) in the transmission of Cowdria ruminantium (heartwater).
The role of males of the bont tick (Amblyomma hebraeum) in the transmission of Cowdria ruminantium (heartwater) was investigated. Transstadial (nymph to adult) and intrastadial transmission were demonstrated. Males transferred from live or dead hosts to live hosts were shown to transmit C. ruminantium repeatedly. It was concluded that male transmission is of importance in the epidemiology of heartwater.